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Bringing Home the Hardware!

Preston Persuaders would like to
extend hearty CONGRATULATIONS
to Thanush Thamban, TM and Doris
Fuellgrabe, CC/ALB! Thanush
cultivated a 2nd place in the Tall Tales
Speech contest and Doris jocosely
accepted 1st place in the Area 24
Humorous Speech contest at the Frisco
Chamber of Commerce on Saturday,
September 24th. Way to go!
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Who We Are

Preston Persuaders is a club dedicated
to helping our members improve their
public speaking and leadership skills.
We meet every Monday at 7:30 pm at
the Custer Road United Methodist
Church located at 6601 Custer Road,
Plano, TX 75023. The meetings are
open to the public and additional
details can be found at
www.prestonpersuaders.org.

Upcoming Events:
10/03 ¢ Meeting
10/10 ¢ Me ting
10/17 ¢ Meeting
10/24 ¢ Meeting

10731 - Meeting
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On Monday, August 22nd, our club sponsored a Fall Speech Contest. Our
Tall Tales speakers (Matt Taylor, CC and Thanush Thamban, TM) spun wild
tales about Internet plumbers and alien origins that made us laugh. Not to be
outdone, our Humorous speakers (Raghu Raman, CC, Susan Bernard, TM,
and Doris Fuellgrabe, CC/ALB) humorously lamented the poor availability
of fruits and veggies, frustrating pet peeves, and lessons learned from a
friend's search for the perfect man. Thanush (center) won 1st place in the
Tall Tales contest, Doris (right) finished 1st and Susan (left) placed 2nd in
the Humorous Speech contest. Congratulations to Thanush, Doris, Susan,
and all of our contest participants!

Special thanks to Sarah Whitfield, CC/CL, and 17 other club members, for
their efforts to make the event such a success. Thanks also goes to Allen

Xu, TM, for capturing the memories in digital format. (Additional Photos
on Page 5)
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Club Achievements Y
Members who have accomplished educational or \
leadership milestones:

A Lisa Suni received her CC badge

A Hugh Dawson i received his ACS/ALB badge

A Dave Neil i received his ACB badge
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Toastmasteof the Monthrecognition to a club
member who has demonstrated qualities that all
Toastmasters aspire to, keeping up with the 10 points
of the Toastmasters promise.

A Tanya Hulstrand, TM - August

A Ed Meissner, ACS/ALB i September

Friendly Reminder:

Don't let your membership lapse.
Seek out our VP of Membership,
Suguna Raghuraman, CC or
Treasurer, Raghu Raman, CC to
remain current.

To date, 75% of club membership
hasrenewedb e c aus ea due:
due.
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Think back to when you walked into that first Toastmasters meeting as a guest. Do you
remember what made you come back or visit other clubs? Do you remember what inspired you
to submit your membership application and join? Do you ever reflect on what keeps you
coming back week after week?

As Toastmasters, it is very easy to get into the habit of attending weekly meetings, stepping
into roles, and preparing speeches. After being a Toastmaster for weeks or months (or even
years), we often find ourselves looking back on not only the progress we have made as
speakers and leaders, but, often, we reflect on why we joined Toastmasters in the first place.
Recently, | found myself reflecting on these very things.

I had known about Toastmasters, and the value it provides, since | was a teenager, when my

father joined his company club. As someone with pretty intense social anxiety, | knew a
program | i ke Toastmasters would benefit me
busyo with school or work, or did not thin
people and speak. However, as fate would have it, | ended up at a Preston Persuaders meeting

in March 2009 with husband Jeff in tow. Even though we did not live in Plano, both Jeff and |

felt drawn to the club (which then had approximately 10 members, if you can believe that!)

and the people in it. We both felt Preston Persuaders could help us improve our confidence and
speaking skills, so we joined during the very next meeting. We have been loyal and fervent

Preston Persuaders ever since.

So, what keeps me coming back week after w
not just one thing. |l tds the fun, support.i
room each week. l'tds my own progress and ¢
|l earn more and keep growing. I'tés the frie

as an officer (and love it!) because | feel | owe the club for helping me become more calm and
confident at the lectern and in my leadership roles. What also keeps me coming back is the

reali zation that | stil]l have so much mor e
right people. | have only just begun on my Toastmasters journey, and | know my wonderful
fell ow Preston Persuaders wil/ continue to

fellow members that continue to inspire me to never stop learning, improving, and, of course,
have fun along the way... week after week.

Sarah A. Whitfield
CC/CL
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Club Fall, 2011
Speech Contest




